Save the Last Word for Me is an excellent strategy to use with complex texts that may elicit differing reactions or
multiple representations. The structure of the collaborative group is controlled by the students rather than directed by
the teacher.

1. Assign a section of text and ask students to find three to five quotes from the text that they
think are particularly interesting. The quotes may be something they agree or disagree with,
something they find interesting, something they didn’t know, something they would like to
tell someone about, etc.
2. Pass out index cards or slips of paper to each student, one card for each quote they have
found. On one side of the card, ask students to write down the statements from the
text. On the other side, instruct them to write any comments or feelings about their
statements.
3. Divide the class into groups of 3-5 students. All students in the group are allowed to share
one of their quote cards. The first student reads one of their quotes to the group and shows
where to locate it in the text. However, the student isn’t allowed to make any comments
about his or her quote until the other members of the group give their reactions. Therefore,
the student gets the last word in the discussion of the statement. This process continues
until everyone in the group has shared at least one quote and has provided the last word in
the discussion.

*Students are mentored to adopt a more reflective stance as they read.
*Students are encouraged to talk about things in the reading that they personally connect to, and they all have equal opportunity (and
expectation) to participate in a discussion on the reading.
* Students are able to hear classmates’ views before offering their own, giving them the chance to adjust their comments and reflect on
their ideas before expressing them to others.

Instructional Standards
S2.1, S2.2, S2.3, S2.4
S3.1, S 3.2, S3.3, 3.4
S4.1, S4.2, S4.3
S5.3
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