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Ssummer Institute Classes What*s on Your Summer *“To=Do*® List?

June 8—June 11 During our track break or summer break, we have time to reflect upon our instructional approaches this past year in
regards to literacy, and think about how we can incorporate some fresh strategies with engaging new texts for the
®  RPDPS27ANonfiction | f5]]owing school year. With the Literacy Instructional Framework being so new and bringing about change in our
in Focus literacy block, we thought it would be beneficial to focus our attention on building on or adding to our reading and
writing resources to reflect the expectations set forth in the framework. When looking at the Reading and Analysis
of Complex text portion of the framework, we are looking at texts that would be worthy of revisiting several times
for a different purpose. Text sets are a great way to build a bank of complex texts that you can use within this green
®  RPDP 524C k- Literacy | block and link to content standards such as science and social studies. When analyzing pieces to add to a text set,

o RPDP 529C Opinion
Writing

Stations you want to be cognizant of the length, it should be a short piece of text. Also, it should be analyzed for the three
parts of text complexity; qualitative, quantitative, and reader and task considerations. There is so much online —text
®  RPDP 525B Words for teachers to incorporate within their texts sets that it can be overwhelming. We would like to suggest some web-
URETF Wy sites to use when adding to your text sets. Newsela and the Smithsonian Tween Tribune, are great sites which lets

you customize the Lexile level of the articles. Other notable sites to use when building your text sets for this portion
of the framework are Time for Kids, National Geographic, Student News Net (grades 3-5), and DOGOnews

which have short current event articles. But this portion of the green block also asks us to be exposing our students to literary text. An outstanding
site to visit is Poets.org, which has many poems that are sorted by theme that teachers can use to link what they are covering .. -

G oy instcton Framewstk Gt 5 S

in the Whole Group Explicit Instruction block of the framework, just with a higher complexity level.

In a past edition of the Leaflit, we have referenced the Reading and Analysis of Complex Text area of the Literacy
Instructional Framework. However, we feel it warrants another look, in part because this area of the framework
directly references the three major shifts that have happened in our instruction since adopting the NVACS in 2010.
Many of us are looking at ways to add rigor in our instruction by incorporating materials and strategies within this
block of the Framework. Below are some strategies that you can employ during this portion of the Framework while
addressing the three shifts that are embedded within this block: 1. Regular practice with complex text 2. Reading,
writing and speaking are grounded in textual evidence 3. Building knowledge through content rich non-fiction.

Strategy Description

H Diagram Give students 2 concepts, themes, author perspectives, or vocabulary terms. Students label the top of each
- & vertical sheet of the “H” with the concept. The similarities go in the middle of the crossbar and the
§ " I differences go under the concept they belong with under two vertical pieces. It is very similar to a Venn-
o g e o 8
< g similaritis S8 diagram but has more space for students to write. This can also be used for students write from 2 sources.
& % ‘g« % Each source can be listed on the vertical part of the H and the comparison can be written in the middle.
L R

Close Reading Students use symbols to document meta-cognition when reading. These can be written directly on the
Marks copied text that you provide or on sticky notes. These symbols will be used later for discussions in groups or
q ( writing. Using these marks is a precursor to annotating text. A reproducible of these symbols can be found on
. A . .
£ po ) ‘ ’ the Solution Tree website.

Walking in the Shoes of | This strategy helps students to walk in the shoes of another by exposing students to, and helping them re-
Another spect the opinions of someone else. Students use this information to hold a classroom debate or write an
opinion paper. The reproducible for this strategy can be found on the Solution Tree website.

(Jensen and Nickelsen 2008)



http://rpdp.net/admin/images/uploads/resource_8973.pdf
https://newsela.com/articles/?category=kids
http://tweentribune.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.studentnewsnet.com/
http://www.dogonews.com/
http://www.poets.org/
http://www.rpdp.net/pdfs/RPDP%20Summer%20Institute%202015.pdf
http://rpdp.net/admin/images/uploads/resource_9009.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/other-resources/key-shifts-in-english-language-arts/
https://soltreemrls3.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/solution-tree.com/media/pdfs/Reproducibles_bccl/closereadingmarks.pdf
https://soltreemrls3.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/solution-tree.com/media/pdfs/Reproducibles_bccl/walkingintheshoesofanother.pdf
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Teacher Professional Responusibility and Indicators

The theme of this edition is reflection. Reflectiov onw owr
nstruction, strategies, and resources that we hawe incorvporated
this past year. As professionals;, we never stop leawrning; never stob
improving owr craft, never stop perusing the best researchvpractices
whew delivering instruction. And believe it or not, the NEPF
Standawds for Professional Responsibilities reflectsy that puwsuance:
Standawd: 2 requires us to-reflect on owr professional growthvand
practice. Indicator 2 isy
specifically addressed within
this montivy publication; as
it compely teachers to-look at
their instructional practices
ond improve them for
student leawrning. We chal-
lenge yow to-find some new
complex texty that yow can
incorporate next yeowr within your instruction to-address Reading
Anchor Standowrds 1 and 10. Try o new discourse or writing
strategy along with those texts to- Lift the level of rigov within yowr
mnstruction. Not only wil your studenty benefit, but so- will yow by
honing your croft as awv edicator.
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Book Pick of the Month!

Our book pick this month is titled
Bringing the Common Core to Life

by Nickelsen and Jensen. This text
offers multiple
strategies on how
to respond and
engage with text
focusing on ELA
standards grades
K-8. Assessment components and
reproducible graphic organizers are
also embedded. All of our strategies
listed on the front are from this
new professional text.
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http://www.pta.org/nationalstandards
http://www.pta.org/nationalstandards
http://www.pta.org/
http://www.rpdp.net/show.php?action=nepf

