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Strategies to Strengthen Student             

Discourse 

Strategies to Strengthen Concept          

Development 

Go-Go–Mo (Kagan 2004)  (Give-One-Get-One–Move–On) For this 

discourse strategy, students share key ideas about a topic, or piece of 

text. They summarize their idea to a partner (the give one), and then 

they get an idea from their partner, and then move on to repeat the 

process.  

Semantic Feature Analysis  (Fisher and Frey 2008) This type of    

graphic organizer is a matrix that assists students in analyzing      

categories and characteristics that apply to those categories so    

students can see similarities and differences between the identified 

categories. 

Retellings using identified vocabulary– Fisher and Frey offer the    

strategy of identifying the domain specific vocabulary that is present 

within a piece of text and after teaching this vocabulary, give the  

student s an opportunity to retell the events within the text using the 

domain specific vocabulary. This can first be done orally and then can 

be extended into using writing as the vehicle for the text retelling.  

The Frayer Model is a great strategy for content vocabulary (Frayer 

and Klausmeir 1971). This visual representation emphasizes the    

target word, defines it, provides a definition, an example of its use 

and a non– example. This strategy can be combined with presenting 

this information on an anchor chart or a content word wall. 

A video example of the  Inside Outside Circle (Kagan 2004) strategy 

strengthens both student discourse and concept  development by 

having students use specific questions or prompts to embed targeted 

vocabulary or objectives.  

Concept Circles are a type of graphic organizer that enables students 

to see the relationship between the specific attributes of a concept.  

Response Protocols– These protocols assist teachers in scaffolding EL 

students’ elaboration during reading and extend EL’s talk in the    

classroom. By using this structure, teachers extend, broaden, and 

build on students’ academic language, all the while, keeping them 

accountable and engaged in the content. 

Shades of Meaning (Goodman 2004)- this strategy allows students to 

see the shades of meaning within synonyms. This short video shows 

how one teacher uses paint chips to help her students decipher the 

shades of meaning among similar vocabulary words.  This lesson plan 

is an example of how students can connect this strategy to their 

reading during small group time. 

Signal Words in sentence frames are helpful to  discuss ideas within 

text. These can be used first in discourse and then taken to writing. 

Semantic Mapping is a strategy that is used to show relationships 

between content specific vocabulary and related vocabulary or ideas.  

http://www.nevadareportcard.com/di/
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Publications/Factsheets/Elementary-SecondaryEducation.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/PolicyResearch/ELLResearchBrief.pdf
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/improve-conversation-skills-ells-ousd
C:/Users/SNRDPD/Downloads/give_one_get_one_move_on.pdf
http://udel.edu/~wlewis/Fall_2011_Before_Reading/SemanticFeatureAnalysis.docx
http://www.readingeducator.com/strategies/frayer.htm
http://www.teachertube.com/video/esl-vocabulary-strategy-3293
http://literacy.kent.edu/eureka/strategies/concept_circles.pdf
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/extending-english-language-learners-classroom-interactions-using-response-protocol
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/build-student-vocabulary
https://antiochwriting.wikispaces.com/file/view/Paint+chips.docx
https://lincs.ed.gov/readingprofiles/Signal_Words.pdf
http://www.ldonline.org/article/61474/


             Engaging ELL Families In Our Daily Instruction  

òWords of the Weekó 

Words of the Week are òout of context wordsó, meaning, they are words that   

students will need to know in order to figure out other words. These are words 

with common prefixes, suffixes, roots and bases. The goal is to provide             

instruction in these words so students can make educated guesses about        

unfamiliar words. To connect to our El learners  and our òWords of the Weekó,  

Fisher and Frey suggest including 

translations of your word lists in 

other languages, as this will help 

families to show their  expertise in 

in their  primary language and 

offers monolingual  students the 

chance to learn new words in a     

secondary language.   You can 

easily translate your òWords of the 

Weekó in Google Translate. How 

does this suggestion fall in line 

with best practices? By providing these òWords of the Weekó in your studentsõ  

primary language you are addressing Standard 4, Indicator 2 of the NEPF 

Teacher Professional  Responsibilities and Indicators. Indicator 2 references  

valuing and welcoming diverse students and ensuring their families are active 

members of the school and views them as an asset to student  l earning .        

This  suggestion came out of our book pick of the month!  

D o n ô t  F o r g e t  A b o u t  F a m i l y  E n g a g e m e n t ! 

NEPF CONNECTION 

All 6 Family Engagement stand-

ards can be found at:  

 http://www.pta.org/

nationalstandards  

 

This article  gives school leaders some 

valuable tips  on how to get their EL 

families involved in school issues.  

Book Pick of the Month!  

Learning Words Inside and Out   

by Fisher and 

Frey is a      

fantastic resource 

for vocabulary 

instruction. Many 

of our suggested    

strategies listed on the front 

came from this resource. This 

resource is a great addition to 

your professional library!  

Our primary focus this month highlighted EL strategies that support    

content learning and increased student academic discourse. All the         

strategies that were shared are research-based, linking best practices to 

great teaching. However, we want to connect our ñbest practicesò to the 

NEPF in that the Standard and Indicators of the NEPF are also grounded 

in research. Since we primarily focused on student discourse and concept 

development, we want to highlight Standards 2, 3, and 4 of the NEPF. 

We want to emphasize Standard 2, Indicator 4 in that these strategies 

presented in this edition not only support our EL learners, but support all 

of our learners. We know that all of our students can achieve regardless 

of race, gender, perceived ability, etc. The strategies presented in this 

edition lend themselves to this mindset; supporting our students           

regardless of these factors.  

http://www.pta.org/nationalstandards
http://www.pta.org/nationalstandards
http://www.adlit.org/article/42781/
http://www.pta.org/
http://www.rpdp.net/show.php?action=nepf

